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these medals were struck in
London and presented lo those
who participaled in the rescue.
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When Governor Patrick Ashley Cooper visited Hudson Bay in

193/ he distributed this medal which was siruck in Canada.

from five cents to one dollar, while those used for the
St Lawrence and the Labrador Districts at about the
same time were in the Made Beaver denominations.

The last tokens issued by the Company were those
used for the Eastern Arctic trade commencing in 1946.
They were round aluminum pieces in denominations of
5, 10, 25, 50, and 100, and a square aluminum piece
representing one Arctic White Fox. The purpose of issu-
ing these tokens was to familiarize the Eskimos with our
decimal system of coinage.

It would seem that the use of tokens and paper money
may have got a little out of hand in some districts for we
find that in September of 1927 Governor Sale sent out a
directive prohibiting the use of Company tokens at all
posts where they took the place of cash.

Sometimes | am asked just how many different types
or varieties of Hudson’s Bay Company medals, tokens,

and paper money have been issued but this is a question
that cannot be answered. I do not know, the Company
does not know, nobody knows. The reason we do not
have the answer to this question is that while some of the
issues were authorized either by the London Office or by
the Canadian Office, there were many others issued by
authority of the man in charge of a particular post or
by a district manager and therefore the Company would
have no record of them.

To give some examples: The Company has knowledge
of the tokens issued for the East Main District. They
would also know of the tokens issued for use in the St
Lawrence and the Labrador Districts (including Hudson
Strait) when that part of the country was opened up by
Ralph Parsons before the First World War. On the other
hand they have no record of the tokens issued for York-
ton, Saskatchewan, at about the same time because these

A one-pound promissory nole issued in 1820, signed by London secrelary, Wm Smith, and countersigned at York Factory
in 1821 by Governor William Williams and Chief Trader John Spencer. Such notes were not put into circulation until 1823.
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Cast bronze tokens used in

northwestern Brilish Col-

umbia about 1900. Some

are counlerstamped with S

or N. Does this indicate

the district where they
were used?

Yorkion tokens, 1ssued

in Saskatchewan in the

first decades of the
twentieth century.

Ezamples of the cardboard money in use at two northern British Columbia posts belween 1913 and 1927, about 215"
wide. The significance of the initials or symbol that appears on two of the notes is not known.

were authorized by the local manager who used them to
pay for produce sold to the Company by farmers in the
district.

The Company has very good records of their medal
issues because most of them were authorized by the
London office, but still they have no record of the medals
authorized by the manager of the Vancouver store for
presentation to Vancouver pioneers between 1922 and
1928. Company records of the promissory notes issued
for use in the Red River Settlement are extremely good
and formed the basis for an excellent article written for
the July 1937 issue of the Canadian Banker by a former
editor of The Beaver, Douglas MacKay, but of the card-
board money used in northern British Columbia posts
about forty years ago they know very little.

The fact that complete records do not exist for every
single token, medal or piece of paper money can certainly
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not be taken as a reflection on the Company'’s efficiency.
When a man is placed in charge of a particular operation
he is trusted to use his good judgement to do whatever
he feels is necessary for the welfare of the organization
such as restricting credit, or even issuing tokens when
the necessity arises. Details of all such matters would
not be expected in regular reports to headquarters.

To date I have been able to record approximately
twenty-six different medals; eighty-six different tokens;
and forty-six different paper monies for a total of almost
one hundred and sixty different numismatic items issued
by the Company, and I feel quite certain that many
others (especially in the token category) will come to light
as research continues.

For a numismatic study one must know much more
than that a medal or token was struck for such and such
a purpose. It is important to have answers to questions



such as: how many pieces were struck; how many different
types or varieties are there; in what metals were they
struck; why were they issued; how were they used; when
were they used, and so on. Little discrepancies are also
important. For example, if there are two tokens of the
same denomination and from the same issue, one of which
has the inscription in large letters and the other in small
letters, it is of interest because this tells us they were
struck from two different dies. Since Company records
cannot supply the answers to all these questions it is
necessary to gather much of the information from other
sources. All information, regardless of how unimportant
it may appear to be, is carefully filed because I have
found on many occasions that it was only by fitting the
little bits and pieces together that I have been able to
come up with the correct answer. As sufficient informa-
tion is accumulated on a particular item this is put in the
form of an article and made available to the public,
usually through numismatic publications, the ultimate
aim being to compile a book. Such writings will not

The Pioneer Medal issued by
authority of the manager of the
Vancouver store for presentation
lo outstanding pioneers of Van-
couver between 1922 and 1928.

become best-sellers. They invariably end up as financial
losses due to the expenses incurred in the gathering of
information. But the search for this information, and the
thrill in finding the missing links, the satisfaction gained
in knowing that an interesting part of our history has
been preserved and a contribution made to Canadian
numismatics are well worth all the trouble. ¢

Aluminum Made Beaver tokens
of the St Lawrence Labrador Dis-
trict. This district was the result of
amalgamation in 1922 of the Lab-
radc - and St Lawrence Districls

Aluminum decimal lokens 1ssued first in
1946 for the Eastern Arclic trade which
served to familiarize the Eskimos with
standard coinage; these were the last
lokens to be put out by the Company.



